
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAGAMORE HILLS TOWNSHIP – REGULAR  

 

Monday, May 9, 2016 - media notified 
 

 

The regular meeting was called to order by Mr. John Zaccardelli at 7:00 pm.   

R/C:  Zaccardelli-present; Schweikert-present; DePasquale-present; 

Fiscal Officer Gale-present.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.  

 

Mr. Zaccardelli moved to approve and dispense with the reading of the minutes of the April 

11, 2016 Regular Meeting.  Seconded by Mr. DePasquale. 

R/C Vote: DePasquale-aye; Zaccardelli-aye; Schweikert-aye. 

 

Mr. Schweikert moved to approve and dispense with the reading of the minutes of the April 

28, 2016 Special Meeting.  Seconded by Mr. Zaccardelli. 

R/C Vote:  Zaccardelli-aye; Schweikert-aye; DePasquale-aye. 

 

PENDING WARRANTS 
Mr. Schweikert moved to approve the Pending Warrant Report dated April 2016 in the amount 

of $180,693.83.  Seconded by Mr. John Zaccardelli.    

R/C Vote: Zaccardelli-aye; Schweikert-aye; DePasquale-aye. 

 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 

Police Department – Report 

Mr. DePasquale reported on the statistics for April 2016.    The department handled 562 calls 

for service, completed 1041 community policing area checks and handed out 393 "Patrolled 

Your Area Cards".       

 

The Investigative Section received eighteen (18) investigations for the month and closed all of 

them; one (1) was closed by arrest. 

 

The department received two (2) commendations from residents praising members of the Police 

Department for their dedication to duty.   

 

Two Sergeants completed another Supervisory class through Kent State University and two 

Detectives completed an eight hour class on “Legal issues in Confessions & Interrogations.” 

 

Fire-EMS Report 

Mr. DePasquale reported Sagamore Hills had 91 calls, 13 fire and 78 EMS.   

 

The Memorial Day Parade will be on May 30, 2016 starting at 10:00 a.m. at St. Barnabas and 

ending at Route 8 and Valley View Road. 

 

Road Department – Report 

Mr. Schweikert reported since the last meeting the county engineer responded to Mrs. Gacom’s 

concern regarding the line problem on Rushwood Lane.  This is a private line and had 

previously been dedicated as a private line.  At our last meeting Mrs. Gacom asked what the 

township was going to do.  Mr. Schweikert stated we cannot go on private property to perform 

public work.   
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Mr. Schweikert reviewed the proposed monthly sewer fees.  2016-$57.46; 2017 $62.43; 

2018-$67.74; 2019-$73.52; 2020-$79.86 and 2021 $86.64.  Mr. Schweikert said there was 

an article in the Plain Dealer on April 27, 2016 regarding sewer rate increases, and then 

referred to an article from 2010 stating that sewer use fees could more than double by 2016.  

This is exactly what happened.    

 

There is a meeting at Nordonia High School on May 19, 2016 from 5-7 pm where you can 

talk about the proposed sewer rates and your stormwater.  The breakdown of where this 

money is going for is 35% operating expenses, 38% project clean lake, 13% other capital 

(new infrastructure), 9% operating/maintenance (cost of Cleveland billing and 

administration) and 5% for community infrastructure.  Mr. Schweikert suggested residents 

voice their concerns as these fees are not yet fixed in stone.   

 

Zoning Department – Report 

Mr. Zaccardelli reported there were six permits last month for a total of $270.00.  There is 

nothing new on the Dunham Road or Mottl properties.  Hidden Ridge is going to Summit 

County Planning this week.  They added an extra lot and our zoning commission have 

already approved it. 

 

Fiscal Office 

The Fiscal Officer’s April  2016 report had a starting balance of $5,379,564.80 PLUS receipts 

of $520,721.64, MINUS expenditures of $269,570.33 (which includes memo receipts of 

$88,876.50 plus the pending warrant report of $180,693.83 as read by Mr. Schweikert).   The 

ending balance for April 2016 is $5,630,716.11. 

 

Mr. David DePasquale made a motion to ADOPT RESOLUTION 16-20 to authorize the 

Board of Trustees to advertise for bids for the Canyon View Drive Phase I Road improvement 

project.  Seconded by Mr. Schweikert.  R/C Vote:  Schweikert-aye; DePasquale-aye; 

Zaccardelli-aye. 

  

Mr. Schweikert stated this is a $410,000.00 project.  The Township will be paying 

$205,000.00 for Phase I.  Scott Gale and the three trustees will be working on Phase II.   

 

Trustee Reports 

Mr. Zaccardelli commented that anyone living near the power grid may have received a letter 

from CEI about cutting some more trees. 

 

Mr. Zaccardelli reported we have a new website and Township Facebook that will be 

launched on July 1, 2016.   

 

Mr. Zaccardelli presented one of the newly painted Sagamore Hills Township signs, and 

thanked the road department for doing a great job.    Mr. Zaccardelli said former trustee Rose 

Mary Snell was very proactive in purchasing signs that did not rot so they could be repainted 

and not have to be replaced.  Mr. Gale said replacement of these signs is around $1,000-

$1,500.  There are about 10-12 more signs to be painted. 

 

Mr. DePasquale said Dump Your Junk Day on Saturday, May 7, 2016 was very successful.  

Mr. DePasquale thanked John and Paul for helping out from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Mr. 

DePasquale also thanked Jake from the road department.  We filled three 20 yard containers 

with construction debris and yard waste, two 20 yard containers with solid waste (T.V.’s, old 

computers, mattresses, furniture, couches and box springs), three or four 1 ton truckloads of 

scrap metal over behind the road building.   This will be crushed up and taken to the scrap 

yard.  It was a good program and received a lot of positive feedback.  Mr. DePasquale would 

like to try this again in the Fall. 

 

Mr. Zaccardelli asked all of the moms to raise their hands.  The board wanted to wish all of 

the moms a Happy Belated Mother’s Day. 
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CITIZENS FORUM 

Jack Donnelly, 1116 Hawthorne Circle, said the problem on Sagamore Road down by the hospital 

was fixed and thanked the trustees for taking care of it.  

 

Mr. Donnelly shared a concern on behalf of his neighbors regarding Hawthorne Circle.    Due to 

the salt trucks and traffic, the inside of the circle is muddy and needs some top soil and grass seed.  

Mr. Donnelly asked whether the township could dump some top soil and grass seed, and the 

residents would be happy to spread it.  Mr. Schweikert responded that he had already spoken to 

the road department and it will be taken care of. 

 

Jack Peters, 7838 Chaffee Road, asked what the cost would be to convert the building over in the 

park to accommodate the fire equipment/personnel.  One week he read in the Newsleader it would 

be $30,000 and the next week in the Newsleader it was $50,000.  Mr. Zaccardelli said he did not 

know where those numbers came from.  Mr. Schweikert said those are just general numbers.  The 

trustees are hoping to keep it under $50,000.  Mr. Schweikert said teardown and framing would 

be done in-house, and then have someone come in and do the finishing.    

 

Mr. Peters asked what the plan was for fire equipment.  Mr. Schweikert said the township is in a 

fire district right now and according to that contract, we have two-thirds ownership in the 

equipment.    

 

Patti Robertson, 503 Alliance Drive, asked where the equipment that is located in the future 

substation going to be moved to and how much would it cost.  Mr. DePasquale replied that 

equipment has already been moved into the road building.  

 

Carol Lewis, 9634 Olde Eight Road, expressed a thank you to all the members of the police 

department that helped out at the duathlon on Saturday. 

 

Gary Smith, 824 Glencrest, shared his concern regarding the sewer rates. 

 

Joanne Nehez, 307 Apple Hill, asked when in the Fall the next Dump Your Junk Day would be 

held.  Mr. DePasquale replied probably around Labor Day, from 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  We will 

start advertising in the Sagamore Voice in July. 

 

Frank Kopas, 7495 Boyden Road, asked whether the sewer rates were just suburban rates or city.  

Mr. Schweikert said they were just the suburban rates.   

 

Carole Pleskovic, 814 Southridge Road, asked where the new signs were going to be put up.  Mr. 

Zaccardelli said where they currently are located.   

 

Mr. Zaccardelli made a motion to go into Executive Session for conferences with an attorney 

for the public body concerning disputes involving the public body that are the subject of 

pending or imminent court action.  Preparing for, conducting, or reviewing negotiations or 

bargaining sessions with public employees concerning their compensation or other terms and 

conditions of their employment, or to consider the appointment, employment, dismissal, 

discipline, promotion, demotion or compensation of a public employee or official, or the 

investigation of charges or complaints against a public employee or official specifically set 

forth in Section 121.22 (G) (1) Revised Code.  The board may conduct any other business it 

deems necessary.  People going into Executive Session were David DePasquale, Paul 

Schweikert, John Zaccardelli, Scott Gale and Attorney Jeffrey Snell. 

Seconded by David DePasquale.  R/C Vote:  all in favor 

ADJOURNED:  7:19 P.M.  RECONVENED:  7:56 P.M. 

 

Trustees, Fiscal Officer and Attorney Jeffrey Snell were in Executive Session for conferences 

with an attorney for the public body concerning disputes involving the public body that are 

the subject of pending or imminent court action.  Preparing for, conducting, or reviewing 

negotiations or bargaining sessions with public employees concerning their compensation or 

other terms and conditions of their employment, or to consider the appointment, 

employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion or compensation of a public 

employee or official, or the investigation of charges or complaints against a public employee      
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or official specifically set forth in Section 121.22 (G) (1) Revised Code.  The board may 

conduct any other business it deems necessary. 

 

R/C   Schweikert-present; DePasquale-present; Zaccardelli-present;  

Fiscal Office Gale-present; Attorney Jeffrey Snell-present. 

 

No decisions were made. 

 

Mr. Schweikert made a motion to ADOPT RESOLUTION 16-19 to authorize the 

employment of temporary employees Andrew Lachina and Michael Stryffeler at $10.00 

per hour for the park and the road departments for the 2016 summer season. Seconded by 

Mr. Zaccardelli.  R/C Vote:  DePasquale-aye; Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 

 

Mr. Gale asked whether there was any further business before the board. 

 

Mr. Snell said he had one agreement to execute, a waiver of conflict and attorney/client 

privilege.  R/C Vote: Schweikert-aye; DePasquale-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 

 

Mr. Zaccardelli made a motion to adopt the following as township policy regarding 

bloggers. 

“As an elective body, we have decided not to respond to social media bloggers.  Our 

policy on this matter is formulated by reading a number of periodicals on this subject.  

Freedom of Speech should be tied to the obligation of individual identity.  One person 

can create an atmosphere of misinformation by using multiple posts under a variety of 

identities.  Anonymous individuals have the ability to lie, rant, and attack without having 

to base their allegations on facts or individual competence.”  Seconded by Mr. 

Schweikert. 

R/C Vote:  Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye; DePasquale-aye. 

 

Mr. DePasquale made a motion to adjourn at 7:59 p.m.  Seconded by Mr. Zaccardelli.   

R/C Vote: Zaccardelli-aye; DePasquale-aye; Schweikert-aye. 

 

 

 

   

 

 


